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Date for Start of Radio Program Announced 

With this issue of the Information Letter is mailed an an- 
nouncement regarding the radio broadcasting campaign to be 
started March 17 in the Eastern states and on March 31 in the 
Rocky Mountain and Pacific Coast states. 

The success of the campaign will ultimately be measured by 
the stimulus it gives to the movement of canned foods into con- 
sumers’ hands. From this point of view it is essential that the 
work on the radio he paralleled by a merchandising effort on 
the part of the distributing trades, which have already shown a 
keen and widespread interest in the plans. 

Canners have many opportunities, both direct and through 
their salesmen, to enlist the interest of the trade in the cam- 
paign, and they are urged to take advantage of every oppor- 
tunity to secure the distributors’ cooperation in a merchandis- 
ing effort that will enable the retailer to “cash in” on the con- 
sumer interest that will be aroused through the radio program. 


Senate Debating Final Tariff Amendments 
The Senate having concluded its consideration of the tariff 
bill as a “committee of the whole,” is now taking final action 
upon the amendments, reservations for a second vote on which 
were made when the bill was still in the Committee of the Whole. 
These amendments are about 100 in number. 
Wednesday the rate on sugar was amended by the Senate 
so as to provide for a duty of $2 per 100 pounds on Cuban raw 
sugar, and $2.50 on sugar imported from other countries. 
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Frost Damage in Florida 


A telegram to the Division of Crop and Livestock Esti- 
mates from the Truck Crop Estimator at Orlando states that as 
a result of the frost on March 8 and 4 beans, peppers and toma- 
toes in the Lake Section were damaged to the extent of 90 per 
cent. In Marion county all cucumbers were killed, and beans 
and tomatoes were hurt, but have a chance to come back. There 
was slight damage in Hardee, Orange, and St. Lucie counties. 
Tomatoes were damaged 10 to 15 per cent at Vera Beach, and 


all beans damaged. No damage was done in Collier, Dade, Hills- 
boro and Manatee counties. 


Notes From Government Crop Reports 


Cabbage: The preliminary estimate of acreage for the sec- 
ond early group of states (Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Missis- 
sippi, North and South Carolina, and Virginia) is 14 per cent 
below the acreage grown in 1929, which exceeded all previous 
records, but is 8 per cent above the average for the five-year 
period, 1925-29. Combining the acreage in this group of states 
with the acreages previously reported for the fall and early 
groups, the total plantings reported to date for 1930 are about 
18 per cent less than the acreage grown in the same states in 
1929. The acreage in these groups in 1929 was about 44 per 
cent of the total commercial acreage (including that grown for 
the manufacture of kraut) in the United States for that year. 

Carrots: In the preliminary estimate of acreage for the 
second early groups of states, (California, Louisiana, and Mis- 
sissippi) California reports a decrease of 10 per cent, Louisiana 
22 per cent and Mississippi 40 per cent, with the total for the 
group 18 per cent below last year's acreage, but only 3 per cent 
below the average for the five-year period 1925-29. The total 
acreage reported to date for 1930 is about 4 per cent below the 
acreage grown in the same states in 1929 when they had about 
79 per cent of the total commercial acreage in the United States. 


Cucumbers: The acreage intended to be planted in the five 
early states (Alabama, California, Georgia, Louisiana, and South 
Carolina) is about 34 per cent above the acreage grown in the 
same states in 1929. Combining this acreage with the previous- 
ly reported acreage intended for Florida and Texas, it appears 
that if present intentions are carried out the total acreage for 
the early group will be about 23 per cent above the acreage in 


1929 and 45 per cent above the average for the five-year period 
1925-29. 
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Cuban Vegetable Shipments to the United States 

Total shipments of Cuban vegetables to the United States 
during the first half of February amounted to 4,682,000 pounds 
as compared with 4,369,000 pounds during the corresponding two 
weeks in February, 1929, according to the American consul at 
Havana. Exports of potatoes, peppers, eggplant and cucum- 
bers, which have been unusually heavy this season, were also 
considerably greater than during the first two weeks of Febru- 
ary last year. Tomato shipments, however, showed a decline. 


Truck Crop Markets 

Movement of Imperial Valley green peas decreased to 70 
cars and Mexican arrivals were only 100 cars during the week 
ended March 1, according to the Market News Service of the 
U. 8S. Department of Agriculture, but shipments from Imperial 
Valley are due to increase greatly this month. 

Asparagus shipments from California totaled about 10 cars, 
compared with 3 the preceding week. Movement of cauliflower 
was entirely from California and decreased to 215 cars. Texas 
spinach shipments increased slightly to 500 cars, and Florida 
string-bean movement amounted to 140 cars. 

The period for movement of Florida citrus fruits this sea- 
son has been extended by quarantine officials to April 15, or a 
couple of weeks longer than at first expected. This will permit 
a larger portion of the crop to be picked and moved to market. 
Grapefruit shipments, almost exclusively from Florida, totaled 
680 cars last week, and arrivals from Porto Rico increased to 
70 cars. Florida shipped 1,000 cars of oranges, with 770 also 
from California. 

Movement of new southern cabbage decreased temporarily 
to 525 cars, compared with 960 a year ago. Texas was credited 
with 365 and Florida with 150 cars. Only 45 cars of old cab- 
bage moved from storage. A feature of the market was the 
large receipts of Holland cabbage by boat, amounting to 104 
carloads. 

About 875 carloads of tomatoes arrived from Mexico, and 
a few from Cuba and the Bahamas. Florida shipments de- 
creased slightly to 185 cars. 

Active movement of apples from the Pacific Northwest 
helped to increase the total to 1,630 cars. Two cars from the 
West matched every car from the East. Washington’s output 
jumped to 915 cars for the week, but New York shipped only 
280 and the Virginias 260 cars. 
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Total forwardings of 23 fruits and vegetables decreased 
only slightly to 15,620 cars, or about 2,700 less than during the 
same week last season. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
Feb. 28- Feb. Feb. 24 Totalthis Totallast Total 
Mar. Mar. 2 to to Iast 


| 1 
1930 19 Mar. 2 
1,630 117,605 
Seo 


Business Conditions 


The dollar volume of business during the week ended March 
1 was lower than in either the previous week or the same week 
of 1929, according to the weekly statement of the Department 
of Commerce. Reports from the steel industry, covering the 
latest week, indicate lowered activity as compared with both the 
previous week and the same week of last year. Output of crude 
petroleum was greater than in either the previous week or the 
corresponding period of the previous year. 


The general level of wholesale prices was lower during the 
bm than in either the previous week or the same period of 

Loans and discounts of Federal Reserve Member Banks at 
the end of the week were lower than at the end of the preced- 
ing week but showed a gain over a year ago. Prices for stocks 
were lower than in either the preceding week or the same week 
of last year. Interest rates showed only little change from the 
previous week but were considerably lower than a year ago. 

Business failures were fewer in number than in either the 
previous week or the corresponding period of 1929. 

Movement of commodities by rail, according to statistics 
covering the latest reported week, showed a decrease from both 
the preceding week and the same week a year ago. 


Commodity 
Apples, total ............. 127,530 
Eastern states ........ 62,708 
Western states ...... 1,050 sig 1,605 44,402 50,244 8§=—. 64,822 
Carrots: 
1080 BONBON 223 277 221 5,004 5,305 11,604 
1020 63 a8 11,604 7,802 7,455 
1080 525 "58 4115 5.802 43,041 
1020 senson 45 78 43,061 34,612 38,804 
Cauliflower 215 268 6,922 6,059 9,889 
Green peas: 
Domestic 70 70 4 642 478 5,168 
oo 140 108 2,002 1,009 1,851 
vegetables: 
764 712 804 5,778 6,536 $2,432 
a 32 18 206 128 218 
65 o8 “7 20,457 24,005 24,430 
509 462 401 5,120 5,802 10,260 
142 117 187 2,871 975 8,622 
Tomatoes: 
184 215 876 2.440 $1,087 
406 308 200 2,748 6,261 
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CAR LOADINGS 


Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous Other 
Week ended February 22 ........ 828,800 306,650 210,874 388,870 
Preceding WOOK 801,507 310,640 230,628 832,434 
Corresponding 905,503 $26,451 226,776 852,276 
Corresponding week, 1028 ........ 869,417 900,676 225,890 $88,951 


Wholesale Trade in January 
Reports to the Federal reserve system by wholesale firms 
indicate that sales in January were larger than in January a 
year ago for agricultural implements and silk goods, about the 
same for groceries, and small for meats, dry goods, shoes, hard- 
ware, drugs and furniture. Changes in sales and stocks of 
wholesale grocers, by districts, are shown in the following table, 
decreases being indicated by a minus sign: 
Sales: January, 1980 Stocks: January, 1980 
compared with— with— 
January, 1929 December, 1929 January, 1929 


Per cent Per cent 

Now ori 2 
—5 
0 5 
3 
3 1 
19 


Trade Practice Conference for Sardine Industry 

A trade practice conference has been authorized for the sar- 
dine packers industry to be held under Federal Trade Commis- 
sion auspices. No time or place has yet been determined for 
the meeting, but Commissioner C. W. Hunt will preside. Among 
subjects to be discussed at the conference are the following: 
Price discrimination, failure to fill accepted orders, failure of 
buyer to accept delivery of orders, brokerage charge, diversion 
of brokerage, and committee on trade practices. 


Farm Price Level Declines 


The general level of farm prices was 131 on February 15 as 
compared with 134 on January 15, and 136 in February a year 
ago, the five-year period 1909 to 1914 being used as a base of 
100, according to the U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
Changes in the group indices from January 15 to February 15 
were: Poultry and poultry products down 24 points; cotton 
and cottonseed down 7 points; dairy products down 6 points; 
grains down 3 points; fruits and vegetables up 1 point; meat 
animals up 4 points. 
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Veterans’ Bureau Seeks Bids on String Beans 


The Veterans’ Bureau is asking for bids on string beans in 
No. 2 and No. 10 cans, for delivery at Perryville, Md., New Or- 
leans, La., San Francisco, Calif., and Chicago, Ill., the bids to 
be opened on March 20. The schedule on which to submit bids 
is accompanied by specifications, which include a scoring sys- 
tem. Copies of the schedule (VBs—Circular Proposal No. 94) 
can be obtained from the U. S. Veterans’ Bureau, Washington, 
D. C. 

Cooperation With Census Bureau Urged 

The Census Bureau of the U. S. Department of Commerce 
is now engaged in taking the census of manufacturers for 1929, 
as required under the Act of Congress approved June 18, 1929. 
Manufacturers are required to submit reports, and in the inter- 
est of early publication of the results of this census, all canners 
are urged to return promptly the schedules sent out by the Cen- 
sus Bureau. 

Delays that occur in the issuance of the Census Bureau's 
reports on the output of the canning industry, as well as other 
industries, are due in practically all cases to the failure of manu- 
facturers to give their cooperation in expediting the work. All 
members of the National Canners Association are urged to file 
their reports at the earliest possible date, thus making it un- 
necessary for the Census Bureau to write for a second report 
or to send out a special agent to secure the data called for. 


Chain Store Price Study Will be Taken to a Third City 

A comparative study of chain and independent store prices 
similar in scope to those recently carried on in Cincinnati and 
Washington but this time in a third city much larger than either, 
is contemplated by the Federal Trade Commission in connection 
with its investigation of chain stores now in progress under di- 
rection of a Senate resdlution. While the new field of study has 
not been selected, some idea of the proposed extent of the new 
survey may be gleaned from the fact that in the price studies re- 
cently completed in Cincinnati and Washington practically all 
the chains and at least 75 per cent of the independent retailers 
of groceries, drugs, and tobacco, were covered. Upwards of 
1,200 items were used. 


Condensed and Evaporated Milk Market in Cuba 
Total imports of condensed milk into Cuba during 1929, ac- 
cording to statistics published by the Agencies Unidas, and for- 
warded to the U. S. Department of Commerce, were 801,684 
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cases, of which 421,717 cases were imported from the United 
States, and 378,967 cases from Europe. This represents an in- 
crease of 56,699 cases as compared to 1928. 


Cuban imports of evaporated milk totaled 71,245 cases dur- 
ing 1929, of which all but 4,804 cases were imported from the 
United States. These figures show very little change as com- 
pared with those of 1928, when Cuba imported 72,353 cases of 
evaporated milk, although there has been a slight increase in 
Europe's participation in the Cuban evaporated milk trade dur- 
ing 1929. 


Japanese Exports of Canned Crab in 1929 
Exports of canned crab from Japan during 1929 amounted 
to 567,359 cases, according to the Japan Canned Goods Associa- 
tion. Of this quantity, 30,922 cases consisted of '4-pound tins, 
492,176 cases of 14-pound tins, and 44,261 cases of 1-pound tins. 


South African Canned Fish Market 

The trend away from the Canadian salmon towards the 
Japanese has continued during the past six months and in gen- 
eral display the Canadian article is coming to be the exception, 
so rapidly has the Japanese product progressed, according to 
information received by the U. S. Department of Commerce. 
Sales of Japanese salmon have not yet materially interfered 
with the sales of the better grades or of “Chums.” In these 
grades Japan does not appear to be in a position to supply. 

The English brand “John West” continues to hold its posi- 
tion. The American “red” salmon also has made some progress 
but its share of the business is still small. 

California sardines in tomato sauce have finally secured a 
foothold and initial shipments are due shortly in Cape Town. 
The low price of this fish should, within a short time, push hard 
the European herring, brisling, and sild. 

Inauguration of a direct sailing of American steamers from 
the Pacific Coast to South Africa has raised hope that the posi- 
tion of the American canned salmon might be somewhat im- 
proved. As yet only the first of these shipments has reached 
South Africa, and the service is as yet too young to permit any 
real estimate as to its possible effect upon the salmon situation. 

American trade in preserved fish has made little progress 
in this market during the last six months. For the pink grade 
of salmon the Japanese quotations have put the American prod- 

e uct out of consideration, although a few second-grade pinks have 
been sold. In the “Chum” grade the slight tariff preference in 


a 
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favor of the Canadian article makes competition difficult. It is 
only in the more expensive quotations such as the “Red” and the 
“Sockeye” that sales are being maintained. Investigations 
which have been made as to the possibility of sale for the Maine 
sardines and Pacific mackerel have been without result. 

The possibilities of increasing sales of American preserved 
fish in this district are primarily a matter of price. 


Traps for Oriental Fruit Moths 


Traps baited with a solution of molasses or sugar and water 
have been found promising as a control measure for oriental 
fruit moths in tests conducted by the United States Department 
of Agriculture. The addition of small quantities of aromatic 
chemicals such as citral increased the effectiveness of the traps 
about three times. Glass containers of 1-quart capacity were 
used for traps. Since there is no effective insecticide control for 
this pest, further tests will be made with the baited traps. This 
pest, since its discovery in the United States some years ago, has 
spread well over the peach-growing regions east of about the 
Rocky Mountains and is causing serious damage to peaches, in- 
festing both twigs and fruit. It also attacks other fruits, as the 
apple, quince, pear, etc. 


Publications of Interest to Canners 


Collar rot of apples.—Collar or crown rot of apple trees, 
one of the most serious orchard problems in the irrigated orchard 
districts of Washington, is discussed in a 20-page bulletin (No. 
236) issued by the Washington State Agricultural Experiment 
Station at Pullman. Besides discussing the disease itself, the 
bulletin offers suggestions for treatments to facilitate recovery 
of the trees. 

Mobile Bay oyster bottoms.—The destruction of oyster bot- 
toms in Mobile Bay by the flood of 1929 is discussed in Docu- 
ment No. 1069 recently issued by the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries. 
The survey showed that all commercially important oyster bot- 
toms in this district were destroyed, and the bulletin embraces 
recommendations with respect to their rehabilitation. 

Pacific Coast salmon pack.—The Bureau of Fisheries has 
issued a mimeograph statement giving detailed statistics on the 
Pacific salmon pack in 1929. These statistics show the pack by 
species in Alaska, Pacific Coast states, British Columbia, Si- 
beria, and Japan, also the pack by species and size of containers 
in Alaska and the Pacific Coast states. Copies of the report may 
be obtained from the Bureau of Fisheries in Washington, D. C. 


